Celebrating the holiday sease 
with drawings from our 


TODAY’S ARTIST 


Rory James 
8, home schooled 


The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament each day through Dec. 23. 
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BROTHERLY BATTLE 


Hawaii’s Gibson Johnson 
up against sibling Mckay 
as Bows play Utah Valley 


GOING BOWLING 


Hawaii athletes will play 
in many college bowl games 
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HOMELESSNESS IMPROVES IN THE SOUTH 
Five states saw the biggest drops in homelessness this year over 2016: 
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 


Honolulu holds line on homelessness 
while West Coast rates climb in 2017 


By Dan Nakaso 


dnakaso@staradvertiser.com 


Honolulu’s homeless population 
increased by 19 people in 2017 — or 
0.4 percent over 2016 — while cities and 
counties in other high-priced housing 
markets from Seattle to Los Angeles saw 
their homeless numbers jump by much 
more. 

The homeless population in King 
County, Wash., which includes Seattle, 
grew almost 9 percent, to 11,643 from 
10,688 people. At the same time, Los An- 
geles, with 55,188 homeless, had a nearly 
26 percent increase. 

Marc Alexander, executive director of 
the city’s Office of Housing, said “we’re 
all frustrated” that more homeless peo- 


Republicans secure votes 
needed to pass sweeping 
tax overhaul legislation 


has Kama‘aina rates 
for pick-up or drop-off 


ple are not getting into permanent hous- 
ing faster across Oahu. 

“But unlike cities such as Las Vegas, 
L.A., Seattle and Portland, we’ve been 
able to hold the line in Honolulu,” Alexan- 
der said. “Seattle took its eye off the ball 
and didn’t address the underlying issue, 
which is affordable housing.” 

For the state as a whole, the number of 
homeless declined in 2017 by 8.8 percent 
to 7,220. 

“The numbers nationally actually in- 
creased for the first time in 10 years,” 
said Scott Morishige, the state’s home- 
less coordinator. “It’s important to point 
out that Hawaii is bucking that trend 
while other communities, such as Los 


Please see HOMELESS, A5 


Public school cafeterias 
make pledge to serve 
local meat and produce 
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By Ann Miller 
Special to the Star-Advertiser 


omething major might finally be happening 
for Oahu’s municipal golf courses. 

After almost two years of speculation, an- 
ticipation and — surprise — bureaucracy, 
the city is officially looking for a private-sec- 
tor development partner who can expand 
the Ala Wai Golf Course. One company ac- 

tively in pursuit of the contract envisions adding a 
sports entertainment venue that could include 
multilevel driving ranges, where golfers and non- 
golfers alike can hit microchipped balls at targets, 
watch big-screen TVs, enjoy live entertainment, or 
use private event spaces and meeting rooms. 

The city is not looking for another five-year con- 
cession contract. It wants a much longer commit- 
ment and a land lease, after years of declining 
revenue at its six courses. 

“We want to enhance the revenue generated by 
the golf division in order to ensure the perpetuity of 
(municipal) golf in Hawaii,” said Guy Kaulukukui, 


Please see ALA WAI, A5 
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Topgolf’s Virginia Beach 
course features an en- 
hanced driving range, top, 
and bar/dining areas, 
above, that it hopes to 
bring to the Ala Wai Golf 
Course. 
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